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PROGRAM 
 
Registration: 9:00 – 9:30 
 
The Alternatives to Compulsory Education Conference is an opportunity to hear new 
ideas, share resources, but most of all to develop a community among those who are 
interested in ways to promote education to everyone interested in learning without the 
involvement of compulsory institutions. It is hoped that attendees will actively support 
other individuals and organizations through a process of transparency whereby best 
practices can be shared and the viability of educating without compulsory schools will 
be firmly entrenched and legitimized. Organizations are encouraged to bring brochures 
as well as flyers about their upcoming events for distribution. Everyone is encouraged to 
network. 
 
SPEAKERS 

 

Cevin Soling — 9:30 – 10:30: “Why We Need Alternatives”  

 

Cevin Soling is a filmmaker and author. His work has appeared on HBO, PBS, The 
Discovery Channel, BBC, The Sundance Channel, Showtime, The Learning Channel, 
MTV, The Documentary Channel, as well as theatrically. He has been a featured guest 
on The Colbert Report, and on MSNBC. His documentary on education, The War on 
Kids, has been broadcast around the world and established the trend for making 
education a subject in film. He is currently a student at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education and is working a book: Why Schools Cannot Be Reformed. 
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 Patrick Farenga — 10:40 – 11:40: “Homeschooling and Unschooling” 

 

 Patrick Farenga worked closely with the author and teacher John Holt until Holt’s 
death in 1985. He is the President of HoltGWS and was the Publisher of Growing 
Without Schooling magazine (GWS) from 1985 until it stopped publishing in 2001. GWS 
was the nation’s first periodical about homeschooling, or as Holt termed it, unschooling, 
started by Holt in 1977. Farenga co-authored Teach Your Own: The John Holt Book of 
Homeschooling (Perseus), as well as articles about homeschooling, education, and 
unschooling in a number of publications including the entries about homeschooling for 
the International Encyclopedia of Education, 3rd Edition (Elsevier, 2010) and the online 
edition of Encyclopedia Britannica (2012). Farenga continues to publish and write at 
www.JohnHoltGWS.com. 

Peter Gray — 11:50 – 12:50: “The Importance of Play” 

  

Peter Gray, research professor of psychology at Boston College, has conducted and 
published research in neuroendocrinology, animal behavior, developmental psychology, 
anthropology, and education. He is author of a highly regarded college textbook, 
Psychology (Worth Publishers), now in its 6th edition. Most of his recent research and 
writing has to do with the value of free, unsupervised play for children’s healthy social, 
emotional, and intellectual development. He has expanded on these ideas extensively 
in a blog that he write for Psychology Today magazine and in his recently-published 
book, Free to Learn: Why Unleashing the Instinct to Play Will Make Our Children 
Happier, More Self-Reliant, and Better Students for Life (Basic Books, 2013)  
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Peter A. Bergson — 1:00 – 2:00: “Open Connections: One Approach to 
Partnership Education” 

 

Peter Bergson is co-founder of Open Connections, Inc., a center for self-directed 
learners located in the suburbs of Philadelphia, PA, that started as a progressive 
nursery/kindergarten in 1978 and began its transformation once Bergson’s first-born 
turned five. At the core of the Open Connections approach are the creative problem-
solving tools Bergson learned as Director of Training for Synectics, Inc., a consulting 
firm originally located on Church St. in Harvard Square. “OC” is located on a 28-acre 
campus and serves approximately 80 families with youths ranging from 2 through 18 
years of age. 
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Organizations that Create and Support 
Alternatives to Compulsory Schooling 
 
Advocates for Home Education in Massachusetts (www.AHEM.info) 
“All the information you need to get started homeschooling, as well as support and 
resources for you along the way.” 
 
Awakening (https://www.facebook.com/Awakening.edu) 
An Asian alternative education organization that includes team members from Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, and China. 
 
Chrysalis School, Woodinville, WA (www.chrysalis-school.com) 
We believe learning occurs in a safe environment free from coercion, shame, and 
humiliation. Personalized learning begins with the student. Each learner is unique and 
at Chrysalis a program is designed for each student based on their interests, goals and 
strengths. Contact: Karen Fogle 
 
Friendly Water for the World: BioSand Water Filter Training 
We train people of all ages in the production of BioSand Filters and community 
sanitation, as well as being engaged in project in India, Kenya, Burundi, Uganda, 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Honduras, Haiti, and Afghanistan. We provide training in 
Washington State. Partial scholarships are available. Training is family-friendly. Contact 
us about bringing the kids. Housing will be in friends’ homes. For more information or to 
register please contact: David Albert. Email:  david@friendlywater.net     
 
Homefires (www.homefires.com) 
Diane Flynn Keith, author of Carschooling, writes, consults and operates this website to 
“help you homeschool your children from preschool through high school.” Her free e-
newsletter is available at www.clickschooling.com. 
 
John Taylor Gatto (www.johntaylorgatto.com/) 
Gatto won the New York City and New York State Teacher of the Year awards for his 
work in public schools. When he revealed that much of his success depended on 
outwitting school policies so his students could learn by doing during school hours—
working with comic book artists or knitting sweaters and selling them, for example—he 
resigned from teaching and became the author of many popular critiques of education, 
including Dumbing Us Down, Weapons of Mass Instruction, A Different Kind of Teacher, 
and The Underground History of American Education. 
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Massachusetts Home Learners Association (www.MHLA.org) 
MHLA informs and educates families, school officials, the media, elected officers, 
policymakers and other constituencies about the benefits, societal impacts and unique 
educational methods of homeschoolers. 
 
NorthStar: Self-Directed Learning for Teens 
(http://northstarteens.org/) 
North Star is a center for self-directed learning and community-based education 
functioning like a YMCA or other member-based organization.  Member teens choose 
from among a wide array of educational options depending on their needs and 
interests.  Founded in 1996 by two middle school teachers, we are now in our 16th year 
of serving teenagers who prefer to pursue their educations outside of traditional 
schooling. 
 
Purple Thistle Centre (http://www.purplethistle.ca/) 
“We are not a school (although we are often mistaken for one). We’re not even a nice 
school, or a democratic school, we are rethinking the idea of institutionalizing youth 
entirely . . . We are an open resource centre with a ton of tools, supplies, technology, 
people, machines, materials, books, zines, bike fixing stuff, herbal medicine, rooms etc. 
You are free to come in and use anything you like.” Located in Vancouver, BC. 
 
Self-Design (http://www.selfdesign.com) 
SelfDesign offers learning opportunities that address the growing gap between the skills 
and knowledge that young people need to succeed and those that the current education 
system provides. Our philosophy is learner-centric and places the talents, gifts, and 
interests of the learners at the heart of it. To that end , we offer alternative education 
programs around the world, including: Learning consultants working 1:1 with younger 
learners; Interdisciplinary programs online for high school youth; Virtual learning circles 
for parents and educators 
 
Selfdesign Graduate Institute (http://www.selfdesigninstitute.org) 
The Institute offers Master of Arts (M.A.) degree programs that engage its learners in 
the study of SelfDesign both as a philosophical stance and as an educational 
methodology. The M.A. program offers three concentrations: SelfDesign, Post-Modern 
Schools; Integral Learning: Founding, Leading, Teaching; Designing Learning 
Communities. 
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Shikshantar (www.shikshantar.in) 
Their work in Udaipur involves using it as a learning city that is non-compulsory and 
involves nurturing our learning ecosystem. The 'unlearning center' at Shikshantar 
supports people of all ages to unlearn the damage that the culture of schooling has 
done and walkout-walkon to their own learning journeys. We also have partners in other 
countries: http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/liberate-your-space/reclaiming-our-
freedom-to-learn 
http://kufundavillage.org/ 
 
 
Sprout and Co. (http://thesprouts.org)	  
A nonprofit research & development organization whose mission is to make science a 
cultural activity. We spend our time developing programs to prototype our ideas for 
hardware, software, & media which support scientific investigation (in addition to 
operating a community lab near Davis Square, in Somerville, MA). 
 
Swaraj University (www.swarajuniversity.org) 
A self-designed learning university that Shikshantar launched 3 years ago. 
 
Uncollege.org 
UnCollege is a social movement designed to help you hack your education, started by 
Dale Stephens, author of Hacking Your Education: Ditch the Lectures, Save Tens of 
Thousands, and Learn More Than Your Peers Ever Will (Penguin, 2013). 
 
Unschooling.com  
The home of Home Education Magazine and support for the vibrant, self-directed life of 
unschooling. We offer audio interviews, videos, product and book reviews, current news 
in homeschooling and lots more to assist you in your family's unique journey toward life 
and education on your own terms. Welcome! 
 
Voyagers 
(http://www.voyagersinc.org/wiki/bin/view/Public/WebHome) 
Voyagers is a non-profit, multi-cultural, secular, homeschooling resource center and 
Coop in Acton, Massachusetts. Run by a dedicated contingent of volunteers, we provide 
resources, a sense of community, and support for homeschooling families, including 
those with gifted children, in Massachusetts, Connecticut and New Hampshire 


